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Declaration of the Reformed Baptist church 
es in the State of North Carolina. 
(Concluded from page 367.) 

And so far as we are able to see and judge 
from the word of God, and the past history 
of the Church, we believe this new invention 
of training up young men for the ministry, will 
be the greatest curse to our own as well as 
other denominations, and in the end be produc- 
tive of evils too numerous here to be describ- 
ed: substituting forms for realities, introducing 
aproud, pompous and fashionable ministry, in- 
stead of a humble, pious and self-denying one. 
And since in all ages it has been like priest, 


like people, true religion wader such a ministry, 
must be expected soon to be reduced very 


low. We therefore feel constrained to declare 
anon-fellowship with all such human institu- 
tions and devices, and to discountenance all so- 
cieties and travelling beggars for their sup- 
port, believing them to be the emissaries and 
agents of Anti-Christ, and opposed to the 
true kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Article 5. In regard to the spread of the 
Bible, and Bible Societies, we believe that no 
one man is competent to the task of translat- 
ing the Scriptures into another language, in the. 
short time which seems to be practised in In- 
dia. Nor do wethink any two or three men 
of a particular sect, very likely to give the 
heathen, or others, a correct and impartial 
version of the Bible, by reason of those par- 
ticular views and prepossessions which influ- 
ence, more or less, the members of every re- 
ligious persuasion. We fear, indeed, that there 
will be as many incorrect or spurious Bibles as 
there were in the time of king James, when 
he was induced to select fifty four persons, em- 
inent for learning and knowledge in the ancient 
tongues, to give his subjects our preseat trans- 
lation of the Bible. The first Bible that was 
ever printed in America, we are informed, was 
printed forthe Nantick Indians, and in their 
tongue, more than one hundred and fifly years 
ago. Sinee that time, how maby missiona- 





ries have been sent amongst the American In- 
dians, how many of their youth have been ed- 
ucated for the ministry, and what incredible 
sums of money have been expended for con- 
verting the various tribes, and yet, where are 
the fruits of these mighty doings, and what has 
resulted from the vast expenditure? For want 
of a true call to this work, bad management, 
or through a neglect to set a proper example, 
or all these put together, the Indians in almost 
every instance have been only made worse, 
more profligate and dissipated, and been bro’t 
to a more speedy and certain destruction. 
What has been already done, may be done a- 
gain, not only to the few remaining Indian 
tribes in this country, but to the inhabitants of 
India, and elsewhere, particularly when no 
better instruments are employed, and much 
worse measuces and proceedings are adopted. 
But with respect to Bible Societies, so called, 
who can believe these societies will advance 
the interest of Christ’s kingdom, when the great 
men of this world, the mighty, the rich, the 
fashionable and ungodly are received iata half- 
brothership with the church, and are made life 
members, managers and directors in these so- 
cieties, for carrying on the work of the Lord, 
and the conversion of the world—and all this 
to get more money and obtain greater renown 
in the eyes of this world? Will such men, 
and such measures, promote the humble and 
self-denying religion of Jesus Christ in the 
earth? As well may it be expected that dark- 
ness will preduce light. It would be well for 


; some of the officers and donors to these popu- 


lar societies to recollect the proverb, that char- 
ity should begin home, and first learn their own 
negroes to read the Bible, who have sweated 


and toiled for the very money perhaps they 


are giving to others. Are there not often poor 
laboring ministers and destitute individuals in 
their very seighborhouds, who stand in need 
of, and have a claim on their charity, whom 
they pass by, and give with a liberal hand to 
some distant object for the sake of having the 
praise and honor of great and wicked men ?>— 
To us it seems surprisingly strange that those 
who neither read the Bible, nor love its truths, 
nor practise its precepts, should undertake to 
send the Bible to others, since they can feel no 
interest in the duties enjoined in it, if they do 
noc even disbelieve its divine authority, “We 
therefore declare our discountenance of, and 
uon-fellowship with all such societies, and such 
connexion between the church and this world, 
knowing that Christ’? kingdom is net of this 
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world, and no person who is a member of any 
such Bible Society shall have membership with | 
us except he first renounce his connexion there- | 
with, for we are fully assured that if a world- | 
ly minded Judas betrayed Christ, so will these 
worldlings in Bible Societies betray the cause 
and church of God. 

Article6. Any person at present being a 
member of any of our churches, and feeling 
himself aggrieved by these our articles, where 
there isa majority in any particular church in 
favor of adopting them, shall have the liberty, 
by letter of dismission, to remove his member- 
ship, and to join any church he or she may 
think proper. It has already been stated, that 
any who are now members of our churches, 
may continue their membership by promising 
to renounce connexion with such societies 
as are herein by these Articles declared 
to be out of fellowship with us, and des- 
isting from such practices as have been sta- 
ted to wound and hurt the feelings of their 
brethren. For we claim the right of thinking 
for ourselves, and of worshipping God in’ the 
way we deem right, and also of choosing our 
own company for associates. ‘These rights | 
we believe to be given to us by our Maker; 
they were established by the blood and suffer- 
ings of our fathers, and are secured by the cone 
stitution ; aud we feel every willingness freely 
to grant them to others, i 

In testimony of agreement to the foregoing 
Articles of our declaration, We, the undersign- 
ed Baptist Churches, afier due deliberation 
and decision in our conferences, have appoint- 
ed our several clerks to sigu the names of our 
churches, and the number of members be- 
longing thereto, this 27th day of August, 1826. 
aN. Y. Telescope. 

From the N. Y. American. 

The suffering Greeks.—W e ciaim for the following 
appeal, the attention, sympathy, and active efforts of 
the friends of freedom, fortitude and faith. Let us 
not wasie in empty words, the interest so loudly tallz- 
ed of, as being felt by the American people in the 
struggle of Greece, Calamity has overtaken her, 
even from these shores. Let benevolence, nay com- 
mon humanity, be prompt in administering the anti- 
dote. We hope some public meeting will be conven- 
éd without delay, to ascertain what may be done. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The following letter, received by yesterday's 
mail, is most respectfully and earnestly recom- 
mended to the serious attention of the citizens 
of Philadelphia, and of the United States at 
large, in the hope-—pray Heaven that it may 
not be vain—of awaking the slumbering sym- 
pathies of this great and rising empire in favor 
of one of the most interesting nations that ev- 
er existed—a'nation whose struggle for every 
thing dear and sacred to human nature, under 
almost every possible disadvantage, has never 
been exceeded, and but rarely equalled, for the 
most inflexible devotion to country, and the 





most heroic valor, The annals of the world, 


since ruthless warfare began to devour the ha’ 
man race, present nothing of patriotism and 
bravery more honorable to our nature th 
the defence of Missolonghi. Had the smullen 
nation of Europe zealously espoused the cause 
of the Greeks, with two or three large frigates 
or vessels of the line, they would have triuroph.. 
ed long since, established their independency 
on a firm foundation, and taken their rank a 
mong the nations of the earth. But while 
all the liberal and enlightened people of Fy, 
rope were most decidedly favorably to thej, 
cause, and pouring out ardent prayers to heay. 
en for their success, the governments of that 
quarter of the globe, either looked on with fj. 
gid indifference or malignant jealousy, or coy. 
ertly aided their ferocious oppressors, The 
powder-mills of Europe are e:mployed in map. 
ufacturing powder—the foundries in 
cannon—and the ship yards in building vessel; 
of war, for the purpose of aiding in the exte. 
mination of this brave nation. And finally, to 
clap the climax of dishonor and disgrace, the 
armies ofthe Turks are officered, and they 
fleets manoeuvered by base and recreant Chris 
tians ! 

/’ We raise annually, thousands, and tens of 
thousands of dollars, to support missionaries to 
convert Hindoos, Chinese,Burmese, and Japan. 
ese to Christianity, with problematical succes, 
and at an enormous expense per man, whey 
successful. Would it not be meritorious 
direct this zeal into another channel for a yea 
or two, and let its overflowings be devoted to 
interpose a shield for the preservation of the 
Greeks from impending destruction? Should 
the effort prove successful, we might rescue 
more worshippers of Christ from the scymis 
tars of the infuriated Turks in une year, than 
all the converts to Christianity that have been 
made in a century, by all the missionaries of 
Europe and America, and at the tithe of a tithe 
of the expense, 

Let me appeal in the most fervent language 
—would to heaven [ could find language ade 
quate—to touch the hearts and excite the feel 
lings of American mothers, American wives, 
and American sisters, to exert their benign and 
powerful influence—an influence, which, ip 
such a holy cause, would be irresistible—so as 
to arouse their sons, their husbands, and their 
brothers tv efforts in support of this oppressed, 
famishing, and desponding nation. Efforts, 
thus excited, might, in a blessed hour, turn the 
scale in their favor, to the utter discomfiture of 
their detestable oppressors. Let the straggling 
Greeks be exhilarated by seeing that theif 
wrongs are deeply felt, and that efficient succot 
is afforded them, by fellow christians at a di 
tance of 5000 miles. This would nerve their 
arms and whet their swords, so as probably 
secure their final emancipation. 

Let the American fair be stimulated'to 20al- 
ous efforts in this noble cause, by reflection 00 
the hideous fate that awaits their sex in the dir 
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gstrous event of the final subjugation of a_na- 
tion, ennobled by the names of a Solon, a Pla- 
to, a Socrates, an Aristides, a Phocion, an E- 
aminondas, a Leonidas—a nation which, 
with a sound form of government, would prob- 
ably rise toa level with their glorious and im- 
mortal ancestors. Itis not poverty—it is not 
exile--it is not imprisonment that awaits the 
helpless sex, in the calamitous downfal of their 
country. Incomparably worse will be their 
destiny. The mind stands aghast at the mere 
contemplation of the scenes that will follow o- 
ver the details of which I draw a veil, and 
shall but slightly pourtray the great outlines, 
leaving the imagination to complete the horrible 
picture. After seeing their fathers, brothers, 
and husbands butchered before their eyes, or 
sold to a slavery worse than death—high- 
minded, elegant females, framed in nature’s fin- 
est mould, and calculated for the brightest or- 
naments of society, will be delivered over to the 
brutality of a licentious and in furiate soldiery 
—or sold into the harems of stupid, sensual 
Turks, many of whom believe that women have 
no souls, and were solely formed to minister 
to the passion of man. No female, possessed 
of the tender and sympathising feelings that do 
honor to the sex, can contemplate such hid- 
eous scenes without a holy abhorrence, anda 
determination to leave nothing within her pow- 
er undone to contribute towards averting such 
an execrable catastrophe. 
May the living God inspire them with zeal— 
prosper them with efforts—and shower his 
shoicest blessings on them in recompense. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 11, 1826. 


Washington, 7th Dec, 1826. 
Marrnew Carey, Esq. 

Dear Sin—I perceive, in a late National 
Gazette, the report of the doings of a commit- 
tee raised for the relief of the Greeks, and, as 
the organ of that committee, I beg leave to 
address you, In the report alluded to, which 
I have had an opportunity only to look over 
hastily, various modes and plans of reliefare sug- 
gested, which I doubt not will receive due con- 
sideration, on the part of those to whom they 
are referréd. My only object in intruding up- 
on you, is to observe, that I received from 
Greece, the day before yesterday, accounts of 
the country, which have led me to think, that 
the amocnt of suffering for want of food, is 
equal to that produced by the direct operation 
of the hostile force. One of the letters I have 
received is from our countryman Jarvis, who has 
dis:inguished himself in the military service of 
the country, and possesses the confidence of 
its government. He writes as follows :--“ The 
Committees for the relief of the Greeks in 
Fronce, Holland, and Geneva, have sent 
twelve cargoes of provisions, and an agent to 
superintend® their distribution, Thus las pre- 
venied the final starvation of the country.<— 


Let not the United States, among so many states 
and nations, be indifferent to the sufferings of 
this dreadful but not desperate conflict.” 

With this letter from Mr. Jarvis, 1 received 
one from Colocotroni, who has been so promi- 
nent irom the commencement of the revolution 
as a milifary chief, and is now at the head of 
the Greek forces. His letter is dated at Na- 
poli, 26th July, and is written in Romaic, 
He thus expresses himself, on the assistance 
received by his country from other nations : 

“Our Christian brethren throughout the 
world, sympathising with Greece in her exe 
tremity, have sent us aid of various kinds, to 
support us in our holy war. From the socie- 
ties for the relief of the Greeks in England, 
in France, in Switzerland, and many other 
countries of Europe, we have frequent com- 
munications of articles both for sustenance 
and war; which have proved a relief of the 
poverty and destitutions of the Greeks, to 
whom the foe have left no agriculture, no com- 
merce, no arts ; and who, being excessively 
occupied inthe struggle, have no means of sup- 
plying what is needful either for subsistence or 
military operations 

“ The people of America, a people of Chris- 
tians, a people devoted to liberty, of whose 
friendship and sympathy for Greece we have 
already received ample proof, are, to our great 
misfortune, the farthest removed from us. But 
remute as they are, sir, the friends of freedom 
and the friends of humanity may yet contrib- 
ute to the relief of our country ; nor will their 
aid be the less efficient or serviceable, partic- 
ularly in our present emergency.” 

From this authentic source of information, 
‘I am led to think, dear sir, that a great amount 
of suffering might be relieved by the despatch 
of a vessel loaded with provisions for this un- 
happy country. Many excellent and benevo- 
lent persons would co-operate in this mode of 
aiding the Greeks, who would object to other 
propositions. An amount of funds, quite in- 
adequate to any efficient military equipment, 
would suffice for the purchase of a very 
considerable quantity of food and its transpor 
tation to the scene of distress. 

I am, dear sir, with high respect, 
Your friend and servant, 
EDWARD EVERETT, 


PRAISE, y 

Is an acknowledgment made of the excellen- 
cy or perfection of any person or action, with 
a commendation of the same. “The desire of 
praise,” says an elegant writer, “is generally 
connected with all the finer sensibilities of hu- 
man nature. It affords a ground on which ex- 
hortation, council, and reproof, can work @ 
proper effect. To be entirely destitute of this 
passion betokens an ignoble mind, on which 
no moral impression is easily made; for where 
there is no desire of praise, there will also be 





no sense of reproach; but while it is admitted’ 
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to be a natural and in many respects an useful 
principle of action, we are to observe that it is 
entitled to no more than our secondary regard. 
It has its boundary set, by transgressing which, 
it is at once transformed from an innocent into 
@ most dangerous passion. When passing its 
natural line, it becomes the ruling spring of 
conduct: when the regard which we pay to 
the opinions of men encroaches on that rever- 
ence which we owe to the voice of conscience 
and the sense of duty, the love of praise, hav- 
ing then gone out of its proper place, instead 
of improving, corrupts; and instead of eleva- 
ting, debases our nature.”—Buck’s Theo. Dic. 
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PROV® ALL THINGS, BOLD FAST THAT WHICH IS GOOD 








THE PROGRESS OF TRUTH. 

To every person who feels ap interest io the cause 
of truth, it must be gratifying to hear of its suc- 
cess; and we are at all times happy to have it nm our 
power to communicate any thing that can tend to the 
encouragement of our brethren. The warfare in 
which we are engaged, is not against reason, can- 
dor, or common sense ; but it is against those sys- 
tems of men, which are acknowledged to te unrea- 
sonable, that policy which is uncandid, and those 
prepossessions which common sense rejects. When- 
ever, therefore, reason, candor, and common sense 
begin to prevail, the victory may be considered al- 
mast complete ; andsuchis the all-conquering na- 
ture of truth, that when men begin to investigate 
with candour, their errors commence a retreat. 

To say that truthalready predominates over error, 
throughout this section of God’s heritage, would be 

‘to acknowledge that exertion is no longer necessary 
or expedient ; whereas so long as any remain subject 
to the bondage of corruption, there is much to be 
done , but to assert that the cause of rational chris- 
tianity has taken deep root in ihe hearts of thousands, 
is but an encouraging fact, which will serve to ex- 
cite the gratitude, and produce a still more deter- 
mined resolution in the heart, of every friend to 
God andmen. We hesitate not to say, that the 
cause in which we are engaged, has progressed dur- 
ing four years past, beyond the expectations of the 
most sanguine ; and a door has been opened in this 
region which no man, nor number of men, can shut: 
It is true that we still meet with opposition—with a 
bitter opposition ; but those who candidly notice the 
signs of the times, will discover in the virulence of 
orthodoxy, much to encourage us. 

During a tour through some of our neighboring 
counties, the writer of this has witnessed many indi- 
cations of the prosperity of our cause: And it may 
not be amiss to give our readers a succinct account of 
the condition of those places which have been visit- 
ed. In the northern pait of the town of Pembroke, 
Gen. co. a respectable congregation convened to 


hear the preaching of God’s illimitable love ; and their 





kind attention evinced that ‘hey felt, and generally 
appreciated its importance. Ainong those who at. 
tended were some respectable friends of other de. 
nominations, who heard with apparent candor, ang 
appeared to feel the importance of the subjects dis. 

cussed. At the pleasant and flourishing village of 
Alexander, where our wortby and useful brother in 

the ministry, H. Sampson, has heretofore labored 

with success, avery attentive and respectable con 

gregation assembled. The seed heretofore seattered 
in this place, seerns to have brought forth good fruit, 

and a goodly harvest is apparently at hand. The 

brethren are making attempts to build a house fo 

public worship, and from information communicated 

by members of the society, it appears that a good 

degree of liberality prevails among them. If their 

geverosity equals their ability, they will, without 

embarrassment, erect a commodious house, indepen- 

dent of any aid from their religious opponents. 

This brings to mind the manner in which Univer 
salists are frequently duped by other denominations. 
They are often induced to aid in building churches 
for vthers, by ihe promise of having the occupancy 
of them a part of the time ; and it frequently hap. 
pens that after tho house is erected they are exclud- 
€d from it entirely. We do not intend to insinuate 
that the people of Alexander would be guilty of such 
conduct, but would advise our brethren in that place, 
to pursue that course which experience and prudence 
dictates. 

In the village of Attica the word was received 
with candor, and apparently had a good effect. If 
an opinion may be hazarded, we would venture tv 
predict, that a little more independente among the 
brethren would have a good effect in this place. 
Those who openly avow a belief in the doctrine of 
the restitution, are generally respectable and infic- 
ential persons ; and it is for themto say the worl, 
and itis done. It is by no means desirable chat ari- 
gid policy should be pursued; but there is a certait 
independence of mind which adorns the doctrine of 
God our Saviour, and which becometh those profess- 
ing the truth. 

At Bethany, a short but agreeable acquaintance 
was formed with some excellent friends, who stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made them 
free. A respectable assemblage of persons attend- 
ed an evening lecture, and appeared to derive 
strength and comfort from the truth that maketh 
free. At Covington a large congregation attended 
our evening exercise, and many kind attentions 
were received from those whose sentiments differed 
from our own. The doctrine of God's impartial 
grace, seems here to have many friends, among 
whom are some whose support and encouragement 
will, under God, sustain it against all the machina- 
tions of its enemies. A discourse in defence of our 
sentiments was delivered for the first time at the 
seat of justice in Geneseo, Liv. co. in the afternoon 
of the 16thinst. toa very small congregation. ff 
correctly informed, the reason of there being so few 
hearers was the press of basiness, and not the wan? 
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ofan inclination tobear. In the evening, another dis- 
course was delivered to a numerous assemblage of 
people, who listened with attention. What the re- 
sult will be is known only tothe Lord; but we have 
good reason to believe that this first effort wil! lead 
{o investigation, which will in due time lead on toa 
knowledge of the truth. We cannot refrain in this 
place from making a remark on a subject which has 
often occured to the mind. Villages are generally 


lution to avoid being convinced o/ its truth, by not 
hearing our defence. But, though there are none 
so deaf as those who will not hear. we trust that the 
time is not far distant, when a voice belind them will 
say, of prudent investigation, * this is the way wal 
ye in it,” 

At York, and Liecester our cause is doing well, and 
although an embittered opposition rages against us> 
yet the truth will prevailinduetime. The ability 
of those who already avow the doctrine, will sccure 


more hostile to the levelling doctrine of impartial 
grace, than other places. A love of popularity 
seems to prevail so extensively in such places, that 
the heartsof the people are apparently invulnera- 
ble. The inhabitants of villages seem to have imbibed 
the idea that they are supericr to the people in what 
they call “‘ the country,”and they endeavor toevince 
their iraportance and superiority by opposing what- 
ever is said tobe unpopular. It sometimes so hap- 
pens that such persons put on their religion as a dandy | not toa knowledge of futurity, but by comparing 
does his coat—with a fixed purpose of heart, to wear | ‘he past with the present, wo concl:-de that the pres- 
it, until all genteel people follow the fashion. The | © march of liberal and rational christianity is uo- 
factis, if we mistake not, there is a greater propor- precedenied. To every friend of God and human 
tion of independent thinkers, in what is called * the | kind our exhortation is, hold out in the goad cause e- 
country,” than can be found in villages; and the | ven unto the end. And ifa laudable zeal attend the 
yeason why all do not acknowledge tle fact, is, be- | Knowledge of the truth, we, as a body professing 
cause some are unable to discover any moral or intel- | christianity, shall soon see the salvation of God con- 
lectual worth wrapped up in domestic cloth an@wSpicuously displayed, and universal benevolence tri- 
sheltered by a log house. These remarks by no | umphant over the machinations of hypocrisy and de- 
means apply to the citizens of Geneseo ; onthe con- | Ception.—Ep. 
trary, their business-like appearance and friendly | 
deportment, together with their willingness to bear | The following article which we extract from the 
anunpopular doctrine, plainly indicates, that they Herald of Salvation, is so much to the point that 
are open toconviction, and willing to determine its| We give it to our readers, although it relates toa 
value by proper testimony. discourse delivered at Philadelphia. We desire 
At Livonia, divine service was attended by a large not to prejudge, but if we mistake not it takes 
aumber of inquiring hearers. Brother Roberts, bas the revival-makers in their own craft.—Edifor. 
labored for some time with this interesting society, From the (Phil.) Herald of Salvation. 
and his devoted endeavors to disseminate truth and AWAKENING SERMON. 
er eo = eee espe: with a! A sermon preached in one of the Presbyte+ 
wae blessing. © season enjoyed with our breth- | rian churches of this city the first Sabbath in 
bes at that place was truly an interesting and refresh- | October last, on the subject of revivals, from 
ing one. The eged, middle aged, and young, ap- | Acts, 8 ch. 8 ver.—“ And there was great joy 
peared to rejoice together in hope, while others not | in that city.” 
yet born iato the liberty of the gospel, seemed to be; ‘+1. The first proposition was an inquiry 
favorably impressed with the love of God. Their | into “the reason ofjoy for a revival.” And 
hospitality, and christian kindness, will long be re- | of this the first particular was, that ministers 
membered, and our prayer to God is, that they may Preach better than at other times—-because 
be abundantly blessed inall things. After leaving: | they lose sight of speculative opinions and 
with reluctance the society of our good friends at dry theories, which in common render their 
this place, a cordial reception awaited me at Rich- ; 5°*™0™S uninteresting, and preach nothing but 


mond. Here our friends are stedfast and immovea- | gospel. . led a 
ble, always abounding in works of kindness. Two By this, was no doubt inte » that minis- 


discourses were delivered to intelligent, though-not | er ~— such tre forebare fo nsiet’ on the 
pumerous auditories. If weight of characier and in- iy ober a rabbi a ec) pes ape 
dependence of feeling, are-indications of the Pros: | be true. But can it be seriously believed thet 
perity of any cause, we may safely conclude that in such a course was adapted by Phili th 
Richmond, that of truth will ultimately prevail over it was productive of jo « Seeds > Did 
error. In Bristol, a discourse was delivered to a{ ho under the at ve winning souls oe 
small, but respectable audience. The opponents of Christ, and of warming the hearts of his hear- 
our doctrine in this place, being aware of the evidence | ers, dispense with the doctrines which he 
- obtajnable from the scriptures and reason in support | knew were from God? Or were those who 
of our sentiments, appear to have formed the reso- | turned to the Lord as ignorant of the first priz- 


its triumph, and we trust, their example will power- 
fully aid the good and peace-giving cause. Three 
discourés were delivered tv respectable audiences, 
the effect of which will be such as the Lord of the 
vineyard shall ordain. 

From this brief sketch of a short tour, it will be 
seen that our cause is gaining ground and will pro- 
gress, until itstriumph is complete. We pretend 
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ciples of christianity, as modern converts some- 
timesare of the doctrines which they prof2ss 2 
It is in vain to say, that the circumstances of 
community are altered—there are certain 
fundamental truths in which we all agree. For 
though all this is very true, yet there are 
great doctrines which each sect holds and be- 
lieves, and which they maintain as of. the very 
first consequence to truth and salvation. The 
Jews and Samaritans certainly held some 
truths common to christianity; but did that 
circumstance ever in any instance, prevent the 
aposiles and first teachers of the gospel from 
manfully preaching those truths in which they 
‘did not agree? such professions of liberality--» 
such preaching without sentiments or opinions, 
are the plausible pretensions of a system of pol- 
icy, imposing in all appearance, and delusive in 
‘effects, 

The man who uttered these sentiments, and 
thus avowed his readiness to act upon them, is 
‘a Presbyterian—and all his condescension in 
such a case, would be with a view to advance 
his own doctrine. His Jiberality would ex- 
tend no further, than the accomplishment of his 
own views, and yet to accomplish these in pro- 
moting what he calls a revival, he would talk 
and preach like any other professing christians 
as well as a presbyterian! Should all the min- 

' isters even of that deaomination, in this city, 
act upon this principle, we think there would 
be little reason of joy. 

2. the second proposition was “ whether a 

From 


revival could be had in that church.” 
the foregoing, it must be plain that if there 
could not, it must be owing to some other cause 


than that of their minister, He however, said 
that he could not agre: w th others—that they 
could certainly have a revival. 
was equally able to effect one, and never had 
failed to do so when the church did its duty ; 
it was next to certain, ifthey did theirs, that a 
revival might be had. Itis surely time we un- 
derstand what is ment by a revival. By a re- 
vival in this case, could not be meant any charge 
of ductrine, unless the preacher meant what he 
did not express—nay, what he was careful to 
say, he did not mean. But he meant a renova- 
ted state of feeling----a new concern for salva- 
tion---a better attendance to public worship--- 
more patience under preaching-—-more solici+ 
tude for the salvation of souls, and more zeal, 
more prayers, and more conformity to the msti- 
tutions of Presbyterianism! How then, were 
these characteristics to be obtained? This we 
learn from. 

3. The third proposiiton, which delineated 
the “ means of effecting a revival.” One of 
these was, that the preacher must be faithful, 
he must preach, not to please, but to convince. 
And if the preacher should follow the first di- 
rections given-—--abandon the preaching of his 
doctrine, where should we look for his faithful- 
ness ? QO, he might still talk of originalsin, and 
the torments of hell; bat are not these things 
matters of mere speculation? do they not in- 








volve the consideration of sectarian thecries} 
and such subject we are told, render sermons 
uninteresting. 

What next? The minister must preach, noj 
to please, but to convince. This surely ought 
always to be his practicc----how then should it 
be his particular duty during a revival, more 
than on any other occasion? But we shall seg 
what is meant by not preaching to please, if we 
take this preacher’s own definition. On suck 
occasions ministers lose sight of speculative 
sapere and dry theories! Indeed! and js 
the abandonment of what is belived to the dow 
trine of the gospel, the way to convince peg: 
ple of what the gospel is? or is the suppres. 
sion of such opinions as are known to be ob. 
noxious, the way to convince and not to please? 
certainly the first proposition must have beep 
forgotten, or the submission of intellect to feel 
ing in the congregation must have been strong- 
ly infered,to induce a presumption so anwar. 
rantable ! 

4. The consequences of a revival in that 
church were considered. The most important 
effects contemplated, were---zeal and union in 
the church. But are these objects to be ob- 
tained by no other means than by the substitu. 
tion.of scenes of tumult, and tears, and groans, 
and affected fervor, or unatural fears? such 
zeal is too destitute of knowledge, and by far 
too warm, to be of longduration, And the ap- 
parent union inspired by these fervors is often 
succeeded by heart-burnings terminating ia 
some ofthe worst feelings, if not the worst 
practices ofour nature, Can any man seti- 
ously believe, that a permanent union of per- 
sons of different feelings, capacities, and pres 


| judices, can result froma combination produ- 
But, as God | 


ced merely by excited passions? as well may 
we suppose the overflowing of waters ina tem- 
pest, an evidence that they will no more seek 
their wonted level. 

If religions truth, if a calm and dispassionate 
sensé of its importance, if an understanding 0 
its duties will not excite a laudable zeal in pro- 
fessors of religion, nothing can. And if the 
preception of the necessity and the propriety 
of union, at least among members of the same 
church, will not secure its enjoyment, we shall 
in vain expect it from the tumultuous efforts of 
distempered minds, or the fury of leneamperess 
zeal, S. 


FROM TAE HERALD OF SALVATION. 
HEATHENISM. 

By a rescript of the Emperor Constantius, 
published A. D. 857, the race of prognostica- 
tors or diviners, is named under the following 
titles. 

Haruspices, who made a judgment of future 
events from sacrifices, be inspecting the e0- 
trails of beasts slain for that purpose. 

Mathematici, whose calculations were deter- 
mined by the position and course of the plase® 
and stars. 
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""Harieli, who conf %. ifices, and re- 

-eived the aaswers of the Gods. 

yee who observed the flight, and chat- 

f birds. 

CP, who in an affycted tone, and strange 

gestures, gave out oracles to those who inquir- 

ed of them. si 
Chaldeans, or Fortune Tellers, similar to 


ticular providence, or the forerunner of some 


_ prosperous or adverse fortune which is about 


to befall some portion of mankind. And 
though every conceivable event. has, or may 
fall on the human race, by which their tempor- 


_al condition is affected ; still these forebodings 
/are often far greater evils than those appre- 


hended. Qn the contrary, the anticipation of 


the Mathematici, who decided the destinies of wished-for and predicted success or prosperity, 
nay generally wholly illusive; and produces 
disappointment from causes entirely imag 


individuals by calculating what constellation | 


ruled at their birth. ‘ ; 

Magi, those who dealt in charms and conju- 
rations. ‘ 

Perhaps it would be difficult to find a person 
in christendom, who now profess entire confi- 

‘dence in the foregoing system of divination, 
cunsidered collectively ; and it is believed very 
few will acknowledge the least confidence in 
the ability of this whole tribe to foretell a sin- 
gle event not legitimately embraced in the sci- 
ence ofastronomy. And yet this very system 
taken in its several parts, holds to this day, an 
overwhelming influence over the minds of the 
great wey of mankind. 

One class will undertake no, important en- 
terprize on a certain day, from the impression 
that itis an unfortunate day, and that whatever 
is attempted on it will prove abortive. That 
floods, fires, tempests----nay Providence itself 
must wage resistless warfare with human ex- 
ertions, merely because they were undertaken 
on one day of the week rather than another.--— 
This is heathenism ; and corresponds precise- 


real 
inary. 

In addition to these and many other modes 
of divination, we actually have. astrologers, 
and vates, and augures by profession ! ‘so that 
in the most enlightened age, in a country 
where investigation is particularly chefished, 
the maxims and doctrines of christianity every 
where taught and professed; we yet have 
nearly the whole body, genius, and influence 
of heathenism ! It is absolutely impossible that 
any man should be really a christian, much less 
a rational christian, while his mind and _}ife is 
strongly influenced by these pagan follies and 
superstitions, They are the sources of the 
doctrines of witchcraft—of the fables of tor 
tured and wailing ghosts, and of the endless 
terrors of hell-haunted imaginations. 


The London Sunday Times, contains the 
foilowing rather startling announcement to the’ 
admirers of honest John Bunyan, and many 
of his friends will regret to find, that with re- 





ly with the dies fasti, and nefasti~-the lucky 
and lucky days of the ancients, 

Others will suffer the greatest apprehensions 
if a comet but make its appearance, that war 
with its concomitant miseries, is impending o- 
ver the nations ; and the shooting of a meteor 
is viewed as the harbinger of pestilence and 
desolation, On such phenomena, “all the old 
women of both sexes,” take the alarm, the 
“specks of war,” are carefully watched--the 
very atmosphere by some malignant influence 
+-diseases are esteemed particularly fatal, and 
the esteemed particularly fatal, and the ordina- 
ry bills of mortality are magnified enormously 
by the cherished fears of the herd of prognosti- 
cators, If on such occasions the Aurora Bo- 
vealis make its appearance, new fears arise, 
and if no expected calamity occurs, the divines 
comfort themselves by fixing on other events, 
and such frequently as relate to other and dis- 
tant parts of the globe. 

Another class determined the weather, pre- 
dict their destiny, or regulate their business 
by the vhases of the Moon. To see the new 
moon over one shoulder rather than the other, 
will be considered ominous, and is frequently 
the cause of self-congratulation, or terror. 

A thousand nameless peculiarities of a simi- 
lar deseriptron, are appended to this species of 
conjéctiire, which more or léss influence a very 
large portion even of intelligent community. 

Almost every element, and'evety event, and 


gard to his being the author of Pilgrim’s Pros 
gress, “ behold it is a dream.” —The paragraph 
is a8 follows: “ The friends of John Banyan 
will be much surprised to hear, that he is not 
the author of Pilgrim’s Progress, but the mere 
translator, It is, however, an act of plagiarism 
to publish it in such a way as mislead his read- 
ers, but itis never too late to: call things by 
their right names. The truth is, that the work 
was.even published in French, Spanish and 
Dutch, besides other languages, before John 
Buuyan saw it, and we have ourselves seen a 
copy in the Dutch laaguage, with numerous 
plates, printed long previous to Bunyan’s time.” 


CONTENTMENT 

Is a disposition of mind in which our desires 
are confined to what we enjoy, without mur+ 
muring at our lot, or wishing ardently for more. 
It stands opposed to envy, James iii. 16. to av- 
arice, Heb, xiii. 5. to pride and ambition, Prov. 
xiii. 10, to anxiety of mind, Mat. vi, 25, 34. 10 
to murmurings and repinings, t Corinthians, x. 
10. Contentment does not imply unconcern 
about our welfare, or that we should not have a 
sense of any thing uneasy or distressing ; nor 
does it give any countenance to idlenes, or pre- 
vent diligent endeavors 10 improve our cir 
cumstances, It implies, however, that our de- 
sires of worldly good be moderate ; that we not 
indulge unnecessary care, nor use unlawful ef- 
forts to better ourselves; but that we acquiesce 





every day, is thus made, the sign of some par- 


with and make the best ef our condition, but 
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from his inward disposition, and is the genuine 
offspring of humility, attended with a fixed ha- 
bitual sense of God’s particular providence, the 
recollection of past mercies, and a just estimate 
of the true nature of all earthly things. - Mo- 
tives to contentment arise from the considera- 
tion of the rectitude of the Divine government, 
Ps. xevii. 1, 2/ the’ benignity of the divine 
providence, cxlv. the greatness of the Divine 
promises, 2 Pet. i. 4. our own unworthiness, 
Gen. xxxi), 10. the punishments we deserve, 
Lam. iii. 38, 40. the reward which content- 
ment itself brings with it, 1 Tim. vi. 6. the 
speedy termination of all our troubles here, 
and the prospect of eternal felicity in a future 
state, Rom. v. 2.—Buck’s Theulogical Dict. 


POETRY. 

















The following lines were composed by a boy twelvé 
years of age. Weare not favored with poetic taste 
sufficient (o warrant the expression of an opinion as to 
{he merit of the production; but venture to say that 
it will be perused with interest, as coming from a4 
youth whose elevation of soul promises usefulness, 
and deserves commendation. 

GOD Is LOVE. 
My thoughts turn on the pleasing there, 
Which oft delights my soul, 
T’ express the nature of my God, 
Who doth all wor!ds control : 
'Tis he who fills the worlds below, 
And all the wurlds above, 
From him do boundless blessings flow, 
Then know that »* God is Love.” 


*Tis he who doth fill all in all, 
He fills immensity, 

?Tis he upholds the fowls of air, 
And fishes of the sea: 

He holds all rature in his hand, 
Fills forest, plain, and grove, 

Thea, O, my soul! admiring stand, 
And know that ** God is Love.” 


Since God hath placed me in this world, 
A world with plenty filled, 

Where every thing to ake me blessed, 
The earth doth richly yield, 

Can I believe that God will change 
Whilst I such blessings prove— 

Or angry be, or seek revenge? 
No, surely ‘God is Love.” 


This is a fair and beauteous world, 
Affording sweet delights, 
And yon illuminating orb, P 
My roving mind invites; 
For our best good the planets shine, 
And worlds in order move, 
Yea all declare a power divine, 
And show that ‘‘ God is Love,” 


Till death, may my calm mind be blest, 
To view these beauties roynd, 


Where morn andeve sublime revelve, 
With beauteous blushes crowned; 

Then may my biest, enraptured sou! 
Fly like a pivioned dove, 

To contemplate the glorious whole 
Which shows that God is Love.” 


Since “ God is Love;” and love can’t hate. 
I am secured well, 
And witnesses to prove his love, 
Fill earth in which I live ;— 
Since God doth fill both earth and heaven, 
Nor can trom thence remove, , 
And love on all his works are "graven 
1 kaow that ** God is Love.” 


Since every thing | see is love, 
Contented be my sou), 

And waft on wings my glory high 
While all around me roll : 

Then may my blest enraptured soul, 
Waft like a pinioned dove 

And contemplate the glorious whole, 
Which shows that “God is Love.” 


Can that kind being fail to give 
Me an immortal state, 
In worlds of glory, joy, and bliss.?- 
Siace he is love so great ;— 
Or must I land upon hell’s shore, 
To endless pain be drove 
When these faint lungs shall sing no more? 
No! surely, **Gop ts Love !” 





QUIET CONSCIENCE. 

Close thine eyes and sleep secure ; 

Thy soul is safe, thy body sure; © 

He that guards thee, he that keeps, 

Never slumbers, pever sleeps. 

A quiet conscience in the breast, 

Has only peace, has only rest ; 

The music and the mirth of kings 

Are out of tune unless she sings. 
Then close thine eyesin peace, and sleep secure, 
No sleep 80 sweet as thine, no rest so sure, 


A TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE. 

We owe to our gencrous friends who have taken 
pains to obtain subscribers for this paper and forward 
their names and the amount of their subscriptions, a 
tribute of gratitude, more easily felt than described. 
Every mail brings us the fruit of their friendly exer- 
tions, and we are upable to express our feelings it 
return. Ifall our bretbren should cast in their aid, 
our hearts would be comforted, our hands strength- 
ened; and we should be enabled to seatter the seeds 
of truth to the destitute places throughout this region. 
Indeed, we shall be enabled, now, to go on with our 
| work rejoicing, and save our friends expense, an( 
ourselves the mortification of being in debt, for the 
paper and printing. BretraHren, may the Lord a. 
bundantly bless you, in your basket, in your store 











and in your souls ! 


| (> The first number of the Frrra Voiume, 
| will be issued next week. Our present sub- 
'scribers will therefore receive two number? 
each week, until the fourth is completed. 
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